The Society of Friends (Quakers) declare `we totally oppose all wars, all preparation for war, use of weapons, co-ercion by force, and all military alliances-no end could ever justify such means `
Our peace testimony is about deeds not creeds: not a form of words but a way of living: it is not being nice to people and living so everyone will like us.

To choose peace then, is to bend towards a relationship with the world that allows fundamental needs to be met, rather than life-destroying ways.

To use the weapons, physical or otherwise of our perceived enemies, is to use on them their perception of justice and their mistaken ways of settling disputes. You cannot creatively challenge an unjust situation with force.

The weapons we need to use are integrity, patience, love, and never adopting the ways of the oppressor. The way to ensure justice is not by war but by the admittedly long process (and not a one-off !!) of peace-making. Good and evil are not  the same as us and them-when we think they are, violence is on the way.

Refusal to go to war is not surrender. Conflicts are inevitable and must not be repressed or ignored but worked through painfully and carefully.
The concept of the UN is based on diplomacy and negotiation as instruments of resolution rather than force. Upholding this concept is one of the main functions of the Quaker Office at the UN, which facilitates informal off the record dialogue between people of differing views-if you like, potential enemies. Injustices are addressed and resolution begun.

Pertaining to war some issues are: child soldiers, the recognition of the right to refuse military service, the forced recruitment of under-18`s.

Truth and truthful living are not the monopolies of the strong and the peaceful. Wars, whatever the intention behind the conflict always create as many-maybe more-problems than they solve, and they waste our precious human lives.
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